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Synopsis

Acclaimed activist Philippe Cousteau and renowned author Deborah Hopkinson team up to offer a
story of the powerful difference young people can make in the world. Meet Viv, who has a new
home and a new school by the sea, and follow her as she finds her way in a new place and helps

bring together a whole community to save the sea turtles of the South Carolina coast.
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Customer Reviews

K-Gr 34 "The authors deliver an eloquent environmental message while demonstrating how kids
can change the world through teamwork and perseverance. When Vivienne moves into her new
home by the sea, she is nervous about finding her way. Her teacher and her classmates welcome
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her as they jump into an exciting class projecta "the students are looking for a problem to solve.
After school at the beach, Vivienne and her new friend, Clementine, discover that the baby
loggerhead sea turtles that are about to hatch may need help making it down to the ocean. The
newborn turtles instinctively move toward the strongest light they see, and the brightly lit beach
houses could point them in the wrong direction. Vivienne is determined to help the tiny creatures.
The students in Mr. J.’s class begin working on the project by gathering information. How will they
convince the homeowners along the shoreline to turn off their lights? The children soon involve the

entire town as they launch their Lights Out for Loggerheads campaign. By showing the multiple



channels that the students work through to raise awareness (posters, fliers, bake sales, a town
meeting, the local newspaper, and the Internet), the authors expose readers to accessible,
affordable ways to raise issue awareness in communities. So’s lovely and bright watercolor
illustrations chronicle each stage of the children’s cause. The artist deftly captures the energy and
enthusiasm in the classroom and the tranquility of the shoreline. The shadowy scene on the
darkened beach as the turtles emerge from their nests is particularly atmospheric. VERDICT This
collaboration provides an excellent example of how kids can make a difference through careful
research, critical thinking, and problem-solving. Pair it with the equally inspiring Nights of the

n

Pufflings by Bruce McMillan.a "Linda L. Walkins, Saint Joseph Preparatory High School, Boston

"An empowering look at what kids can accomplish."-Booklist"Urges readers to be activists and
advocates when they see a problem that needs to be solved."--Geek Dad"Gorgeously illustrated. an
appealing model of preteen activism."-Kirkus Reviews"Empowering story about grassroots activism
and facing problems head-on."-Publishers Weekly"Delivers an eloquent environmental message
while demonstrating how kids can change the world through teamwork and perseverance."-School

Library Journal

My 7 year old LOVES turtles and he loved this true story -- inspired him to want to do more to help

save sea turtles!

Love this book! Beautifully written and illustrated. A great read to introduce children to social and
environmental activism. | love the notes to children, teacher and parents at the end. I'm planning to
use this book with my third and fourth grade class to introduce the idea of a Community
problem-based learning adventure. Note: Cousteau also provides great resources and ideas to get

kids started. This book is a winner.

My first graders loved this book!

Beautiful illustrations, great story for young folks! Love the message that kids can and should make

a difference!

Wonderful story with facts!



Wonderful story!

Fun story to read with children.

Loved it! Great story.
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